10/29/02 15:09 FAX 2038650297 



BACHM.\N LAPOINTE 



SOOl 



BACHMAN & LaPOINTE, RC. 4u-*et^ oH-rf/? ^ 



REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS 

spBCJauting in intellectual property 



SUITE 1201 
900 CHAPEL STREET 
NEW HAVE.V, CONNECTICUT 065 10-2802 



GREGORY LAfOINTE 
BARRV L. KELMACHTER CAL50 VA Bar;) 
Robert H. Bachman (N.Y. Bar Only) 
Geor(5e a. Couhy (Also N.Y. Bar) 

JEFFREY R, AMHROZ-IAK 
WILLIAM B. SLATE 



FAX COVER LETTER 



TO: Examiner C- A. Fiorilla 
FAX NO . : 1-703-872-9535 
YOUR REF . ; 09/623,268 



-TAit I203) 665-0297 

FROM: Gregory P. LaPointe " ^IMaJ tjn ^ 
Q^^ob^r 29. 2002 f^ ^^ f 



DATE: 
OUR REF . : 



00-497 



Urgent 



XXX 



For Review 



PAGES : 3 includintj this sheet 

Please Coxwuent ^f^' A '/^^'^r ^ 

Yes XXX _ No -U^^fo ^c.yr ^\ 



Confirmation Copy to Follow: 



* Coiwnents : 

Attached are proposed claiT. amendments. 




IkXL^ 



Please acknowledge receipt of this letter by telephone or telefax 
and a-dvise \is if any pages are not readily legible or have not 
been received. 

The information contained in this commiinication is confidential, 
may be attoirney-client privileged, may constitute inside 
information, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. 
Unauthorized use, disclosure ox copying is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful . If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify us immediately and destroy this transmittal. 



EACHMAN & I*APOINTE, P.C 



TELEPHONE ; 
TELEFAX 



(203) 
(203) 



777-6628 
865-0297 



Received from < 2038650297 > at 10129102 2:14:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



10/29/02 15: 09 FAX 203 865029.7 



BACHMAN U^POINTE 



©002 



16. (JMtiended) A process for production of an artificial 
tooth substitute to be fitted on a prepared dental stump 
comprising the steps of: ^^(^^ 

selecting a preprepa red (bloc k^f porous c eraiaic material 
h aving a relative density pr andean achievable rela tive density 
fter sintering; 

scanning and digitizing a three-dimensional outer and inner 
surface of a positive model of a skeletal structure for the 
artificial tooth substitute to obtain data; 

determining an enlargement factor (f) for the obtained data 
in accordance with the following 




where pr is the relative density of a preprepared blank and pg is 
the achievable relative density after sintering; 

enlarging the obtained data linearly in all direction by 
the enlargement factor (f) thereby compensating precisely for 
sinter shrinkage to obtain modified data for an enlarged model; 
transferring the modified data to a control unit of a 
, processing machine; J^^^c^^ 

processing a blank^f the preprepared porous ceramic 



material in the processing machine and removing material 
therefrom to produce a design form of the enlarged model; 

dense-sintering the design form of porous ceramic material 
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to obtain a skeletal structure having precise end dimensions; 
and 

facing the skeletal structure as desired to form the 
artificial tooth substitute. 
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